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In the 1970s, I started to build a library of works dealing with the beginnings of electricity, 
the birth of telegraph, the appearance of wireless telegraphy and the beginnings of radio, and 
including the amateur broadcast. Over 500 books, the collection complete with "Radio REF" 
(originals or copies) from n ° 1, that of "Journal of 8". In short, a wealth of information and 
illustrations.  
 
In the same time I built up, often by purchase, a large collection of QSL, especially for the 
period 1924 - 1939 ... 
 
From the year 2000, thanks to these documents, I undertook to write a "History of the REF 
and the amateur show". Volumes 1 and 2 were published in "Radio REF ”, from January 
2000, and until October 2004, in a series of 15 articles: 
 
“The contribution of  REF members to official services”. You can always consult these 
articles on the Clipperton DX Club website  
(see old site, history section, accessible from the new CDXC site). 
 
Since 2005, the pagination of “Radio REF” having been reduced, volume 3 “L'Union- 
French from 1922 to 1962 ”had never been published ... 
 
I would like to thank Jean-Michel - F6AJA for having kindly done it on the “Nouvelles DX” 
site. 
 
I hope you will enjoy reading this story of the beginnings of the TSF and of the amateur 
program, in all those countries that were once the "colonies", then union-française, which I 
had to write. 
 
73's 
Gérard DEBELLE - F2VX 
 


